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Citadel of the Spirit: Oregon’s Sesquicentennial Anthology / Edited by Matt Love
Nestucca Spit Press is proud to present its latest release, Citadel of the Spirit: Oregon’s Sesquicentennial Anthology, in commemoration of Oregon’s 150th birthday.
The book contains 63 original essays by many of the state’s finest writers and 61 excerpts from primary documents related to Oregon history. The book’s official release is slated for February 14, 2009, exactly 150 years to the day Oregon joined the union. The title derives from a quote by Ken Kesey, “Oregon is the citadel of the spirit.”
“I have compiled Citadel out of my deep love for Oregon and believe it offers a unique literary and historical experience for its readers. The book really is without precedent in the annals of Oregon literature,” said Matt Love, editor of the anthology.
Citadel of the Spirit merges past and present Oregon voices to create what Love calls the “literary equivalent of a mix tape,” rather than a traditional greatest hits anthology. “I wanted to produce an unconventional book that integrated the old stories and new perspectives and reflects Oregon’s maverick nature, unquestionably the biggest cultural influence in my life,” said Love.
Citadel of the Spirit boasts an impressive roster of literary talent. Some of the better-known writers who contributed essays for the anthology include: Gina Ochsner, Kathleen Dean Moore, Michael Strelow, David Horowitz, Kim Stafford, Walt Curtis, Ken Babbs, Bart King, Ellen Waterston, Jeff Baker, Kassten Alonso, Katrine Barber, Joanna Rose, Brian Doyle, William Robbins, Melissa Madenski, Cheryl Strayed, Erin Ergen​bright, and Monica Drake. “I like to think this is the most impressive lineup for a project of this type in Oregon’s history,” said Love.
Love spent the past decade sleuthing out the historical excerpts appearing in the book. Most have never been anthologozed before and include blogs, speeches, statutes, oral histories, and rare writing from Ken Kesey, Barry Lopez, Tom McCall, Bob Packwood, and Bob Straub. “I think both the essays and excerpts will appeal to longtime Oregonians and recent newcomers to the state. There’s something in the book for everyone—sex, drugs, and rock and roll even.” 

Citadel of the Spirit represents the follow up to Love’s  critically acclaimed Beaver State Trilogy, his three-part history of Oregon loosely covering the era from 1967-1977. Part One of the Trilogy, Grasping Wastrels vs. Beaches Forever Inc. explored the special heritage of Oregon’s publicly-owned ocean beaches. Part Two, The Far Out Story of Vortex I, documented the 1970 state-sponsored rock festival held in Oregon. Part Three, Red Hot Rollin’: A Retrospection of the Portland Trail Blazers’ 1976-77 NBA Championship Season, investigated the cultural phenomenon when the Blazers won their only NBA Championship. Love lives in South Beach at the Oregon Coast. He is the founder and publisher of Nestucca Spit Press and teaches English and journalism at Newport High School.
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